
Lesson Explanation 

 This home group season we are starting our story set in the book of Genesis and working 
through the book of Revelation. Our purpose is to learn more about the Lord and His plan for us 
through His redemptive story arc.  

 
 Remember for thousands of years God’s people have used “story telling” or the oral tradition of 
telling the Word of God . The benefit of telling the story is that people understand the big picture 
and can pass it on in a clearer way. You will find in this book that we are asking you or someone in 
your group to actually tell the story aloud, and then have it re-told by someone else in the group in 
their own words. Statistics tell us that the majority of us actually learn better by re-telling a story. 
 
 As the story is told and re-told, you will be amazed to see the number of people in our groups 
that will be able to better understand and apply the heart of the story. Story telling actually draws 
people deeper into the Word to discover what it actually says and not what we want it to say. We 
will ask one set of questions to re-enforce the facts of the story and another set to discover God’s 
heart behind the story.  Remember, equally important to telling the story, is to ask good questions to  
hear where people are in their journey with God. 
 
 We have always told stories in our groups. The problem has been that the stories were 
focused more on ourselves than on God’s Word. Re-telling the story may feel a bit awkward at first. 
Our home groups have always been a place for us to learn and explore with mistakes being part of 
the process. It will be important to read the scripture passage that will be storied in advance a 
few times and even practice telling it to someone out loud. The more you practice the easier it 
becomes to tell the story with flow and confidence. Our measure for success is when our people 
can pass God’s Word on to others accurately. Read : 2 Timothy 2 !  
 
Let’s have fun together as we explore this exciting season in our church. 
 
 



Prepping for the Story: Chronological Questions: 

God’s Story: 

          REAL LIFE MINISTRIES 2  

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1. What did God do on the first day? 

2. What did God do on the second day? 

3. What did God do on the third day? 

4. What did God do on the forth day? 

5. What did God do on the fifth day? 

6. What did God do on the sixth day? 

7. What did God do on the seventh day? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man/ourselves in 
this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

How to Prepare Your Story: 
 
As you go through the processes of telling the 
Story, one guideline to follow above all else, is to 
trust God’s Word. Trust that the stories in the 
Bible are best told in their entirety as God wrote 
them. When you tell a Bible story, add no           
information, leave out nothing and do not preach 
or explain the story’s contents as you tell it. 

Creation-Genesis 1:1-2:2 



Chronological Questions: Prepping for the Story: 

Viewpoints:   3 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. Who’s image was man created in? 

2. What did God tell man and woman to do? 

3. What did God give man and woman? 

4. What did God say after He made man and 
woman? 

 
5.   What day did this all occur on? 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Remember last week what God told Adam and Eve to do? This week we are going 
to tell the story of the creation of man and woman and their relationship to the 
world and to each other and to God.  Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man/ourselves in 
this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

1. Read the Story Through Once. 

2. Pray for the ability to understand the story and 
to tell it accurately and with liveliness. 

3. Read Some Scripture that Leads to Your 
Story. This will help you better understand the 
story. Reading verses that are in front of your 
story and ones that follow it allows you to decide 
if you need to prepare an introduction or “set up” 
to the story. 

Man and Woman– Genesis 1:26-2:25 



Prepping for the Story: Chronological Questions: 

God’s Story: 

          REAL LIFE MINISTRIES 4  

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

What was the relationship of God, man, and woman in the last story? Now, this 
week we’re going to talk about what happened to change us forever.  Now here is 
the story from God’s Word. 

1. Where did God put man and what did He 
command him to do? 

2. What did God say would happen if man ate 
from the tree of good and evil? 

3. What did the serpent ask the woman and how 
did the woman respond? 

4. What happened when man and woman ate 
the fruit? 

5. What were the results of their disobedience? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man/ourselves in 
this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

If you see a specific emotion used in the story, try 
to tell it with the appropriate emotion. If there is 
not an emotion connected to the story do not add 
one. This will either help convey the story more 
accurately or detract from it’s meaning. 

Fall-Genesis 2:15-3:23 



Chronological Questions: Prepping for the Story: 

Viewpoints:   5 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. Why was the world corrupt in God’s sight 
and what Did God say He would do? 

2. What did God tell Noah to do? 
3. Why did God ask to build an ark? 
4. Why did God choose Noah and what was 

God’s promise to Noah? 
5. After Noah, his family and animals were on 

the ark, what did God do? 
6. How long did the water flood the earth? 
7. After the waters  receded and everything came 

out of the ark what did Noah do? 
8. What was God’s covenant with Noah?  

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

After Adam and Eve fell, their descendents got worse and worse. Their son Cain 
killed his other brother Abel.  Finally, everyone on earth had gotten so evil that 
God decided to destroy all of mankind. But, God found one man who was        
righteous and that’s what our story is about today.  Now here is the story from 
God’s Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man/ourselves in 
this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Tell the Whole Story Out Loud 
Again, tell the story just to yourself. As you go, if you fal-
ter or forget parts, don’t worry. Don’t stop. Just keep go-
ing. You can add the missed information in a later sen-
tence if it comes back to mind.   This is storytelling, not 
memorization.  
 
For instance, if the text says “Jesus took Peter, James and 
John… , but suddenly you forget all three names you could 
just keep going saying, “Jesus took three disciples”  Then, 
as you continue telling the story, if you remember their 
names, instead of saying “they” you just say, “Peter James 
and John…” Notice that the story stayed true.  (Next time 
you tell the story, you will probably remember the names 
when they first appear in the story!) 

 Noah and the Flood-Genesis 6:11-9:17 



Prepping for the Story: Chronological Questions: 

God’s Story: 

          REAL LIFE MINISTRIES 6  

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Once again man began to go his own way instead of God’s way. Man decided he 
was going to get to heaven his own way.  Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1. How did God respond to man’s desire to build 
a tower to the heavens? 

2. What did God tell Abram to do? 

3. What was God’s covenant to Abram? 

4. What did Abram do in response to God’s 
covenant? 

5. What was the  Lord’s promise to Abram at 
Shechem? 

6. What was Abram’s response to the Lord? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man/ourselves in 
this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

When storying, sometimes we will skip the gene-
alogies in order to keep the flowing. Always make 
note of them, but especially in this story so that 
we have an accurate genealogy from Shem to 
Abram.  

Tower of Babel and Abram’s Call-Genesis 11-12:9 



Chronological Questions: Prepping for the Story: 

Viewpoints:   7 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. What did God ask Abraham to do? 
2. What was Abrahams response? 
3. What did Abraham take with Isaac to the Mt. 

Moriah? 
4. What did Isaac ask Abraham? 
5. What did Abraham say to Isaac? 
6. How did Abraham respond to God’s test? 
7. What did God provide as a substitute           

offering? 
8. What did Abraham call that place? 
9. What did the Lord say to Abraham through 

the angel? 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Twenty-five years passed from the time God gave His promise until Isaac was born 
to people too old to have a child.  One day when Isaac was a boy, God tested   
Abraham’s faith. Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man/ourselves in 
this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Beginning the Story 
 
When you begin telling the story, say, “Now this is the 
story from God’s Word.” Also as you start telling the 
story, hold an open Bible. This indicates to the listener 
that what you are saying comes out of the Bible.  When 
you complete the story, tell the listeners, “This is the end 
of the story,” and close your Bible.  (If you are storytelling 
in a region that is anti-Christian, you may not want to 
hold a Bible or even tell listeners it is a Bible story.  In this 
case just tell your story and let the listeners be touched 
spiritually by the content and the discussion afterwards.) 

Abraham and Isaac-Genesis 22:-1-19 



Prepping for the Story: Chronological Questions: 

God’s Story: 

          REAL LIFE MINISTRIES 8  

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Remember last week we talked about Isaac, who was the son of the promise.  Isaac 
had 2 sons, Esau and Jacob, who is also called  Israel.  Jacob had 12 sons that        
became the 12 tribes of Israel.  But, the two youngest sons of Jacob, Joseph and 
Benjamin, were by his favorite wife.  He favored them and gave them more than he 
did the other sons.   This caused jealousy in the other brothers.  Now here is the 
story from God’s Word. 

1. What happened to Joseph when he told his 
brothers his dreams? Why ? 

2. What did Joseph’s brothers do to deceive 
Jacob? 

3. Who’s house was Joseph sold to in Egypt?  

4. How did Joseph end up in prison? 

5. What got Joseph out of prison? 

6. How did Pharaoh reward Joseph? 

7. How did Joseph reveal himself to his brothers? 

8. Where did Jacob and his family settle? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man/ourselves in 
this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

If you hear something in the story that has been 
added or left out, it’s perfectly fine to bring it to 
the groups attention. Please do this with grace. If 
someone corrects your telling of the story please 
receive it for the purpose of keeping God’s Word 
in tact. 

Joseph-Genesis 37-46 



Chronological Questions: Prepping for the Story: 

Viewpoints:   9 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. How did God appear to Moses and what did 
God say? 

2. What did Moses say after God instructed him 
to go Pharaoh in Egypt? 

3. What did God say to Moses after Moses 
doubted God? 

4. What did God instruct Moses and the Elders 
to say to the King of Egypt? 

5. What did God say He would do to the      
Egyptians? 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Remember when I told you about Abraham? One part of the story I did not tell you 
was that God told him his descendents would spend 400 years in another country 
and become slaves.  A new Pharaoh, who didn’t remember Joseph, made the          
Israelites slaves because he was afraid of their numbers and that they might side 
with his enemies.  Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man/ourselves in 
this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Listen to the Responses of the Listeners to the 
Story 
 
The answers people give will help you to identify 
where God is working in their lives.  This is very 
important if we are to disciple and be discipled. 

Burning Bush-Exodus 3 



Prepping for the Story: Chronological Questions: 

God’s Story: 

          REAL LIFE MINISTRIES 10  

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Moses went to Pharaoh and demanded that he let the Israelites go into the desert 
to worship.  Pharaoh refused. God sent ten plagues on Egypt to demonstrate His 
power over their gods.  The last plague announced was the worst-every first born 
child would die.  Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1. What did God instruct Moses to tell Pharaoh? 
2. Why did God say Pharaoh would refuse to  

listen? 

3. What did God instruct the Israelites to do on 
the tenth day of the month? 

4. What did the ceremony of Passover mean to 
the Israelites? 

5. How did God part the Red Sea? 
6. What did the Israelites do when they saw the 

power of the Lord at the Red Sea?  

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man/ourselves in 
this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

In your questions, do your best to ask open ended 
questions that lead to further discussion. Remem-
ber that a good question is a hook for deeper 
thought and discussion. Our goal here is to move 
the group into a deeper understanding of God. 

Passover and Exodus-Exodus 11:4-14:31 



Chronological Questions: Prepping for the Story: 

Viewpoints:   11 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. What did God tell the Israelites to do and ask 
of them prior to Him coming down on Mount 
Sinai ? 

2. What are the first four commandments? 

3. What is the fifth commandment? 

4. What are the last five commandments? 

5. Why did Moses tell the Israelites not to be 
afraid? 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

The Israelites wandered in the wilderness for 3 months and tested God in many 
ways.  God told them His purpose for delivering them from Egypt at the beginning 
of this story.  Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man/ourselves in 
this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Additional Questions to follow up the Big four.  
 
Maybe say, “What in the story shows us about 
the beliefs of God or Man.  “What showed us 
what (the character) valued?” - “How did the 
character show us what that person valued?” 

The 10 Commandments-Exodus 19:1-20:21 



Prepping for the Story: Chronological Questions: 

God’s Story: 

          REAL LIFE MINISTRIES 12  

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

After God had given them all the commandments and laws He showed Moses how 
to construct a tabernacle that would illustrate how they were to relate to God. 
However, they continued to be obstinate and questioned God and disobeyed His 
commandments.  After 18 months, the time came to enter the Promised Land.  Now 
here is the story from God’s Word. 

1. How many men did God ask Moses to select to 
explore the land? 

2. Why did God send them to the land? 
3. What did the men find in the land? 
4. How long were they gone exploring? 
5. What was the report and who came back with 

a different report? 
6. What was the response of the Israelites? 
7. How did Moses and Aaron respond to the     

rebellion? 
8. What did the Lord say to Moses about their 

rebellion? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man/ourselves in 
this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Remember that one of our biggest goals for learn-
ing God’s Word is equip others to re-tell the 
story outside of the group. Stories are power tools 
to unlock God’s truth with our children, friends 
and neighbors. 

Spies in the Promised Land-Numbers 13:1-14:41 



Chronological Questions: Prepping for the Story: 

Viewpoints:   13 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. What was the condition of Jericho at the      
beginning of Chapter 6? 

2. What were the detailed instructions that the 
Lord gave to Joshua? 

3. What happened on the seventh day? 
4. What were God’s instructions for all that was 

in the city? 

5. Who did they spare and why? 
6. What was the oath that Joshua made Israel 

take? 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Remember what God said when the Israelites refused to go into the Promised 
Land?  He said that none of the men of 20 years of age or over would enter the 
Promised Land because of their disobedience.  It was 40 years after they had left 
Egypt before all the older men died.  The only exception to this was Joshua and 
Caleb, who had believed God. Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man/ourselves in 
this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Sometimes You Can Ask Questions Such as, 
“What was there in this story that spoke to you?” 
or “how were you convicted by this story?” Re-
member that we are not looking for what we 
think is the “correct” answer but that which the 
Holy Spirit reveals to us. 
 
 

Joshua at Jericho-Joshua 6 



Prepping for the Story: Chronological Questions: 

God’s Story: 

          REAL LIFE MINISTRIES 14  

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Remember how God led the Israelites to conquer the city of Jericho? During the rest of 
Joshua¹s life he led the Israelites to conquer most of the Promised Land.  After Joshua 
died, God ruled Israel through the Judges.  After many years, the people demanded that 
they have a king like all the other nations around them.  Though God did not agree with 
them, He gave them Saul who was a weak leader.  While Saul was still King, the 
prophet Samuel anointed David to be the next king.  Now here is the story from God’s 
Word. 

1. Who was gathered for battle and where? 

2. Who made fun of Israel and the Lord God? 
3. What was Saul and Israel's response to        

Goliath?  

4. What did David say to the Israelite soldiers 
and who gave him permission to fight Goliath? 

5. How did David prepare to fight Goliath? 

6. What happened between David and Goliath? 
7. How did Israel respond once Goliath was 

dead? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man/ourselves in 
this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Another way to remember the story more com-
pletely is to put yourself in the position of the 
Characters in the story. Go back in time and see 
yourself in the scene 

David and Goliath-1 Samuel 17 



Chronological Questions: Prepping for the Story: 

Viewpoints:   15 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. What did David ask Nathan and how did    
Nathan respond? 

2. What did the Lord say to Nathan? 

3. What were God’s promises in regard to His 
Kingdom? 

4. What was David’s response to God after     
Nathan spoke to him? 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

As we learned in the last story, David was a warrior and a  musician.   After Saul 
died, David became king and established his kingdom from the Mediterranean Sea 
to the Euphrates River.   David built himself a house in the city of Jerusalem, which 
he had made his capital. Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man/ourselves in 
this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

A practical way of remembering a story is to learn 
in sections or themes. You may even create a men-
tal picture or mental slide show to help you re-
tell it with accuracy and passion 

Everlasting Kingdom-11 Samuel 7 



Prepping for the Story: Chronological Questions: 

God’s Story: 

          REAL LIFE MINISTRIES 16  

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

When Solomon died his son Rehoboam split the kingdom and he was left with 
only two tribes, which were called Judah.  The rebel Jeroboam took the other ten 
tribes and they were called Israel.  During this time God sent many prophets to tell 
the people of their sin of worshiping other gods.  One of the kings of Israel was 
Ahab, a very wicked king.  During the reign of Ahab, God sent the prophet Elijah 
to denounce their idolatry.  Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1. What was happening in Samaria during the 
time of Ahab? 

2. Who was killing the Lord’s prophets and how 
many were hidden from her and where? 

3. Why was Obadiah afraid to deliver Elijah’s 
message to Ahab? (be specific) 

4. What did Ahab call Elijah and what was 
Elijah’s response? 

5. What did Elijah tell Ahab to do? 
6. As a group, rebuild the events of the sacrifice. 
7. After the sacrifice, what did Elijah tell Ahab 

do?  
8. What did God do next? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

You may want to use a current event prior to tell-
ing the story to connect the story to something 
that everyone can identify with. 

Prophets of Baal-1 Kings 18 



Chronological Questions: Prepping for the Story: 

Viewpoints:   17 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. What did Nebuchadnezzar create and what 
was his motivation behind it? 

2. What was the penalty for a person if they did 
not fall down and worship the king?  Why? 

3. Which people group called out the Jews.?  
What was their motivation (see Dan. 1:20)? 

4. How did Shadrack, Meshach and Abednego 
respond?  

5. What was Nebuchadnezzar’s response? 
6. Discuss the details encompassing the furnace? 
7. How did God reveal Himself to Nebuchadnez-

zar through this event? 
8. How did Nebuchadnezzar respond to God? 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Do you remember what happened in the last story with Elijah?   Although God sent 
many prophets, the people continued to  worship other gods. First, God sent northern 
kingdom of Israel into exile.  (722 BC) 135 Years later, the southern kingdom of Judah 
was taken into exile in Babylon. (587 BC) Some of the young men taken into exile were 
chosen by King Nebuchadnezzar to serve in his court. These included Daniel, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego.  Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

In answering question #4 of the “Big Four Q’s”,      
answers are best when they contain at least these 
five components: 
S.   Be specific. 
M. Make it measurable. 
A.  How will you be accountable? 
R.  Will you have to rely of God and His Spirit? 
T. Give yourself time to change, and set a time to                 

start and time to take inventory. 
 
You will not have time for everyone to share all 
this detail, but encourage the process each week. 

The People of God in Exile-Daniel 3:1-30 
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The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

During the time of the exile and the return to the Promised Land, God sent the 
prophet Isaiah to tell of the coming of the Messiah.  Keep in mind that this scrip-
ture was written in approximately 680 BC.  Now here is the story from God’s 
Word. 

1. Describe what Isaiah saw in his vision. 

2. What did he hear and witness? 

3. What was Isaiah’s response and the                
interaction that followed? 

Isaiah 53 

1. Pull out the specific messianic (relating to 
Christ) correlations from this passage. 

2. What is God trying to tell us through this 
story?  Be specific! 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

When asking the question “What did we learn 
about God…?” go deeper with follow up questions 
such as: 
• What did this story reveal about God’s char-

acter? His will? 
• Where specifically do we see Him in the 

story? 
• Have you ever experienced God work this way 

in your life? 
• Why do you think God put this in the Bible? 

Promise of the Messiah-Isaiah 6:1-8; Tell: Isaiah 53 



Chronological Questions: Prepping for the Story: 

Viewpoints:   19 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. In the story why and what did people register 
for? 

2. Where did Joseph go to register and who was 
with him? What Old Testament person came 
from that city? What happened while they 
were there? 

3. What did an angel of the Lord say to the shep-
herds?  

4. Where did the shepherds go after hearing 
from the angel and who did they find? 

5. How did Mary respond to what the shepherds 
said?  

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

The last of the prophets was Malachi and he predicted that God would send a special messenger    
before he sent the messiah.  That was the last word of God to the Israelites for 400 years. “See I will 
send my messenger who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking 
will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant whom you desire will come”. (Malachi 3:1)   
After the four hundred years, an angel came to John the Baptist and predicted his birth.  Six months 
later, the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her she would be the mother of Jesus and He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.² (Luke 1:32) Different gospel writers tell        
different events about the birth of Christ, but here is Luke¹s story from God’s Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Reminder Tip: 
 
If you hear something in the story that has been 
added or left out, it’s perfectly fine to bring it to 
the groups attention. Please do this with grace. 
If someone corrects your telling of the story 
please receive it for the purpose of keeping God’s 
Word in tact. 

Jesus is Born-Luke 2:1-20 
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The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

After Jesus was born, He was taken to the temple to be presented to the Lord.  
Two holy people there recognized that He was the Promised One.  Jesus grew in 
wisdom, stature, and favor with God and man. When Jesus was about 30 years old,  
John the Baptist began to preach in the wilderness. Now here is the story from 
God’s Word. 

1. What was John’s message? How did he chal-
lenge the Pharisees and Sadducees? 

2. Why did Jesus insist John baptize Him? What 
immediately happened afterwards? 

3. Who led Jesus into the wilderness? 
4. How long was Jesus in the wilderness before 

He was tempted? 
5. Who tempted Jesus? What were the three 

temptations and Jesus responses? 
6. What did Jesus use to respond to each temp-

tation? 
7. After the devil left what happened? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Try telling this story standing up. You might be 
surprised to find out that you tell the story with 
more emphasis, emotion, and it will better keep 
the listeners attention. 
 
Or this is a great story to have a couple or two 
friends share in the telling. One person is the 
main narrator. At the appropriate time one takes 
on the role of John the other Jesus. Do the same 
with the devil and Jesus during the temptations 
passage.  

Baptism/Temptation of Jesus-Matthew 3:1-4:1-11 



Chronological Questions: Prepping for the Story: 

Viewpoints:   21 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. Where does the story take place? 

2. What were the fishermen doing? 

3. Why did Jesus get into the boat? Who’s boat? 

4. What did Jesus ask Simon after He finished 
teaching? What was Simon’s response?  

5. Did they catch any fish? How many? 

6. What was Simon’s response? Other’s? 

7. What did Jesus say He would make of them? 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Some of John’s disciples saw Jesus being baptized and heard John say, Look, the 
lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29) They followed Jesus 
back to Galilee.  Jesus spoke in the synagogue and went home with Peter where He 
healed Peter¹s mother in law.  At a later time,  Jesus was teaching the multitudes 
by the Sea of Galilee where Peter was fishing.  Now here is the story from God’s 
Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Bring a map to group to show where the story 
takes place. People that are visual learners have a 
hard time staying focused if a geographical place 
is mentioned but they are unaware of its position 
in relationship to the previous story, other events, 
or even their own location. 

Jesus Calls the Disciples-Luke 5 
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God’s Story: 

          REAL LIFE MINISTRIES 22  

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Jesus did many miracles in the region of Galilee.  Even though Jesus told the people 
not to tell anyone, they talked so much that He could no longer go to a town, but 
had to minister out in lonely places.  One day He came home to Capernaum and 
that¹s where our story begins today. Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1. Where did Jesus return to? 
2. What were the conditions in the house? 
3. Why where four men trying to enter the 

house? 
4. What did they do when they where not able 

to get in? 
5. How did Jesus react to the visitor? 
6. What was happening in the Pharisees hearts? 
7. Was Jesus aware of their thoughts, and if so 

how did He respond? 
8. How did the situation end regarding Jesus and 

the paralytic? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Children/Youth 
If you have kids in your group have them sit with the 
adults while the story is being told. Then… 
...give them a project to work on regarding the story. 
...have them go off on their own and prepare a skit 
retelling the story. 
...have them do their own Q&A session with an adult 
or youth asking the questions. 
Use your imagination, the kids will! 
 
This is a great way to model how easy it is to lead 
one’s family in a bible lesson. Also, it bridges the       
generation gap and gives families something        
beneficial to talk about later. 

Jesus Heals the Paralytic-Mark 2:1-12 
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Viewpoints:   23 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. Describe the setting as this passage starts. 
2. Regarding Jesus’ first request, what is the rela-

tion between him and the woman? 
3. What was the dialogue and confusion with 

regards to “water”? 
4. What is the woman’s marital status and how 

did she attempt to change the subject? 
5. What was Jesus’ response? 
6. What was the disciples reaction upon return? 
7. What did the woman tell the people in town 

and how did they respond? 
8. In the end why did the people believe?  

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Later Jesus went back to Jerusalem and cleansed the temple. While he was there he 
talked to Nicodemus one of the rulers of the Jewish court.  You might remember the 
story when   Jesus told him that he must be born again to enter the kingdom of heaven 
even though he was already old. When Jesus returned to Galilee went through Samaria 
although most Jews went around Samaria because they were prejudiced against them 
because of intermarriage with other races. Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Being a Good Listener 
1. Give people your undivided attention. 
2. Do not presume to “know” what the other   

person is trying to communicate. 
3. Consider how they say something, not just 

what they say, i.e., body language, voice, etc. 
4. Clarification: Repeat one’s statement or ques-

tion back to make sure they are understood. 
5. Do not interrupt or finish someone’s words. 
6. Consider your own “hot buttons” and defense 

mechanisms before responding. 
“People don’t care how much you know,  

until they know how much you care.” 

Woman at the Well-John 4:1-42 
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The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

The scribes, Pharisees, and religious lawyers thought they were holy and reacted 
against Jesus’ teaching, miracles, and associating with sinners.  They complained 
that this man welcomes sinners and eats with them. (Luke 15:2)  So, Jesus told 
them these three stories.  Now here are the stories from God’s Word. 

Lost Sheep & Coins 
1. Identify the characters. 
2. Who poses a question and recount Jesus’       

responses? 
3. Why do the angels rejoice? 

Podigal Son 
1. What did the younger son ask of his father? 
2. Explain the son’s life change. 
3. In returning home what did he fear? 
4. Did the father confirm those fears? Explain. 
5. What was the older brother’s reaction to the 

return of his brother? 
6. How does the father explain his actions? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Preparation Tip: 
1. PRAY 
2. Read passage 4 times(use different translations if pos-

sible). Do not use commentaries or study Bible notes 
yet. Dictionaries are okay. 

3. Fourth time through write down the basic details of 
the passage on a notepad. 

4. Retell the story to yourself while rewriting the high 
points. 

5. Pray that God helps you to keep it in your heart and 
mind. 

NOTE: It is important that we allow the Word and the 
Holy Spirit to reveal God’s truth before we look to other 
resources. Use cross-references before commentaries. 

Sheep, Silver & the Prodigal-Luke 15 
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Viewpoints:   25 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. Where does this passage take place? 

2. To whom does Jesus questions regarding the 
Son of Man? 

3. What are their replies? Simon Peter’s reply? 

4. Who does Jesus say revealed this to Simon  
Peter? 

5. How important are Simon Peter’s words? 

6. What are the disciples to do with this           
information? 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

The disciples had been following Jesus for about a year and a half.  Jesus had some 
very important news to tell them. So, Jesus took them away from the crowds to a 
place North of Galilee.  Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

How to Prepare Your Story: 
 

(This tip was mentioned in book one,  
but it is something we need to remember.) 

 
As you go through the processes of telling the 
Story, one guideline to follow above all else, is to 
trust God’s Word. Trust that the stories in the 
Bible are best told in their entirety as God wrote 
them. When you tell a Bible story, add no           
information, leave out nothing and do not preach 
or explain the story’s contents as you tell it. 

Peter’s Confession of Christ-Matthew 16:13-28 
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The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

After Jesus told them that He would be killed in Jerusalem, He took the disciples 
there.  On the way He passed through Jericho.    Although He knew He was going 
to die, He was still looking for where God was at work.  Now here is the story from 
God¹s Word. 

1. Who was attempting to see Jesus as He 
passed through Jericho? 

2. What was his solution to the problem? 
3. Did Jesus notice him? How did Jesus respond? 
4. What was Zacchaeus’ attitude toward being 

noticed? The disciples attitude? 
5. What was Zacchaeus’ reaction when standing 

face to face with the Lord? 
6. What did Jesus say He came to do, and what 

did it have to do with Zacchaeus? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Remember that one of our biggest goals for learn-
ing God’s Word is equip others to re-tell the 
story outside of the group. Stories are power tools 
to unlock God’s truth with our children, friends 
and neighbors. 
 
Also ask the group if any retold last weeks story 
to anyone or what situations God’s story was   
applied and made real in our life in the past week. 

Zacchaeus-Luke 19:1-10 



Chronological Questions: Prepping for the Story: 

Viewpoints:   27 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. Why was this evening so important to Jesus? 
2. Describe Judas’ activities and state of mind 

leading up to the feast dinner. 
3. What were the instructions given to Peter and 

John? 
4. What did Jesus do for the disciples before the 

meal? What transpired between Jesus & Peter? 
5. What reason did Jesus give for doing this? 
6. How did Jesus call out Judas? 
7. What did Jesus do with the bread and wine? 
8. After the meal was over what was on the mind 

of the disciples? 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Jesus went to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover.  As He entered the city the crowds came and   
welcomed Him with a parade shouting, blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord. 
(Luke 19:38) Jesus went to the temple and threw out all the money changers and said, My Father’s 
house will be a house of prayer; but you have made it a den of robbers. (Luke 19:46) The Jewish   
leaders argued with Jesus and secretly determined to kill him.  Do you remember the Passover?  
What was its purpose?  The Jews had celebrated the Passover as an annual feast. Jesus planned to 
observe the last Passover with His disciples before His death.  Now here is the story from God’s 
Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

From time to time it is a good idea to change up 
the format or location of group.  
• Give the host home a break and meet at an-

other members home. 
• Meet in the park. 
 
This does not mean that the story still can not be 
told. The Last Supper carries great impact when 
told while the group is sharing in a meal.  

Last Supper-Luke 22:1-24, John 13:1-17, Luke 22:35-38 
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The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Do you remember what Jesus said to Peter in the last story? He told him that Satan 
was going to sift him like wheat, but he had prayed for him.  Peter said, even if all 
fall away on account of you, I never will. (Matthew 26:33)  After the supper, they 
walked across the valley to the Garden of Gethsemane where He often prayed with 
His disciples.  Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1. What did Jesus ask of the disciples? 
2. Going further, who did he take and what did 

He tell them? 
3. How many times did Jesus go to pray? What 

happened after the first two? The third? 
4. Who then arrives on the scene? Was he alone? 
5. Tell his purpose and Jesus’ reaction. 
6. What happened when Jesus was seized? 
7. What did Jesus say to the crowd? 
8. How did the disciples respond? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Staying on task. 

Garden/Betrayal-Matthew 26:36-56 
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Viewpoints:   29 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. Recount the dialogue between Jesus and Pilate. 
2. How did Barabbas get released and why?  
3. What was Pilate’s response to this choice? 
4. What was the soldier’s treatment of  Jesus af-

ter scourging Him? 
5. Who carried His cross and where? Was Jesus 

crucified alone? 
6. What was spoken to Jesus as He hung on the 

cross? 
7. Describe the scene on Golgotha in the 6th & 

9th hour. The surrounding events, temple, etc. 
8. Who was looking from a distance and why? 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

The Jewish leaders took Jesus through a series of six trials where they mocked Him 
and condemned Him to be crucified.  We join the story with Jesus before Pilate, 
the Roman governor.  Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Retell the story through questions in your own 
voice. 

Trial and Crucifixion-Matthew 27:11-56 
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The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Jesus was buried on Friday and the next day was the Sabbath, when people were 
restricted in their travel.  On Sunday morning, the women came back to the tomb 
where Jesus was buried.  Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1. Describe the scene at the tomb: day, who 
showed up, what did they find? 

2. On the road to Emmaus, why did the men not 
recognize Jesus? 

3. What did they tell Christ, and what was His 
response? 

4. What happened in Emmaus that caused them 
to recognize Jesus? 

5. How did Jesus appear to them in Jerusalem? 
6. How did He deal with their doubts? 
7. What did Jesus say regarding prophecy and 

what did He say regarding the disciples? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

 

Resurrection-Luke 24:1-49 
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Viewpoints:   31 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. After Jesus’ ascension how did he present Him-
self again and prove who He was? 

2. What was His order to them and why? 
3. The apostles expected Jesus to do “what” upon 

this return and how did He respond? 
4. What does Jesus’ response have in common 

with His statement at the end of the last story? 
5. As Jesus was listed up what did they see and 

hear? 
6. How many and who returned from Olivet? 
7. Restate in your words the last verse of this 

story. 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

After the resurrection, Jesus appeared to the disciples.  He told them to go to    
Galilee where He would meet them.  There He  restored Peter and told him, Feed 
my sheep. We join them when He appears to the disciples the last time.  Now here 
is the story from God’s Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

 

Ascension/Great Commission-Acts 1:1-14 
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The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

After the disciples had prayed together for ten days, the Feast of Pentecost came, 
which was to celebrate the first fruits of the harvest. Jewish believers and converts 
to Judaism came from all over the world to celebrate the Passover and Pentecost 
feasts. Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1. What happened to the disciples on the day of 
Pentecost. 

2. What was response of the Jews that witness what 
happened to the disciples. 

3. Recount Peter’s sermon; of the prophet Joel, Jesus, 
and David. 

4. How did Peter conclude this sermon? 
5. How was Peter’s message received? 
6. What did Peter say was the correct response to 

hearing this message? 
7. How many received the message and what did 

they do? 
8. What did their lives look like after receiving 

Christ? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Many of the bigger stories, such as the story of 
Pentecost, can lead the group onto rabbit trails. 
Not all rabbit trails lead us away from the story. 
Often times this story leads someone to share 
their testimony; how they came to Christ and 
how their life has been changed. This is a rabbit 
trial worth taking. 

Pentecost-Acts 2 
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The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. How did the religious leaders respond the apos-
tles healing and teaching? The people? 

2. At his hearing, how did Peter respond to his ac-
cusers?  

3. What was their opinion of Peter and John? 
4. Why were they willing to drop the charges and 

under what conditions? 
5. Did Peter and John agree to the conditions? 
6. How did the people respond to Peter and John’s 

report? 
7. How did they pray to God and what type of 

things did they say to Him? 
8. How did God respond to their prayer? 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Remember what the disciples were doing at the end of the last story? (Acts 2:42-
47)  Peter and John healed a man who had been born lame from birth.  A great 
crowd gathered and Peter preached repentance. That stirred up the Jewish leaders.  
Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

Do a training tip on prayer. 

Persecution-Acts 4:1-31 
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The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

The chief persecutor of the disciples was a Pharisee named Saul. He participated in 
the death of Stephen and the disciples were scattered from Jerusalem throughout 
Judea and Samaria. Saul began to destroy the church dragging off men and women 
to prison. On the way to Damascus to persecute the disciples, Saul had an            
encounter with Jesus.  Now here is the story from God’s Word. 

1. Before leaving for Damascus what prepara-
tions does Saul make before leaving? 

2. What does Saul hear and see on the road? 
3. What do the men with him hear and see? 
4. How did this encounter physically effect Saul? 
5. Who was Ananias, and what did the Lord ask 

for him to do, and why did he object? 
6. What happened when Ananias met Saul? 
7. How did people react to Saul’s preaching in 

Damascus? Jerusalem? 
8. Who steps up to defend Saul and how is the 

turmoil with Saul dealt with? 
9. What happens in Judea, Galilee and Samaria? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

When asking the question “What did we learn 
about man…?” go deeper with follow up questions 
such as: 
• What did this story reveal about man’s char-

acter? Without  and with God? 
• Where specifically do we see our self in the 

story? 
• What is your experience with or without God 

in this area of your life? 

Paul’s Call-Acts 9:1-31 
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Viewpoints:   35 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

1. Who was Cornelius and tell of his encounter 
with God. 

2. Mean while tell of Peter and his encounter 
with God. 

3. Why was Peter questioning the vision, and 
what happened at this time? 

4. How was Peter received by Cornelius? 
5. Retell Peter’s account of the Gospel. 
6. How was the Gospel received by Cornelius 

and his family? 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Through Peter, God healed the sick and even raised Dorcas from the dead.       
However, he stayed in Judea and would not go to people that were not Jews.  Our 
story begins with God teaching Peter a lesson. Now here is the story from God’s 
Word. 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

 

Cornelius-Acts 10:1-48 
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The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

Transition: 

Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

Do you remember what happened in the garden of Eden with the first man and 
woman?  We have followed their story through history. Now we get to see the 
judgment of the wicked, the new creation, and the redeemed in Heaven.  Now here 
is the story from God’s Word. 

1. Who is standing before the great white 
throne, and what had happened to the earth? 

2. How will they be judged and what are the 
consequences? 

3. In the new heaven and earth, who will be with 
us, who won’t, and what will life be like? 

4. Describe the city the angel reveals to John? 
5. What is different about it compared to life on 

earth today? 
6. What is the scene in the middle of the city, 

who is there and the new relationship with 
God? 

7. What is the promise given in verses 6-7? 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 

 

Judgment and Heaven-Revelation 20:11-22:7 
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Viewpoints:   37 

The Big Four Q’s: Training: 

God’s Story: 

Transition: 

 Read the story out loud to yourself. 
 
Don’t try to memorize it word for word. 
 
Be yourself when telling the story. 
 
Tell the story aloud to yourself as many times 
as it takes to feel comfortable with it. 
 
Identify areas of improvement. 
 
Tell the story to someone else before tell the 
group. 

 

 

1.What do we learn about God in this story? 
 
 
2.What  do we learn about man in this story? 
 
 
3.What did you learn new in this story? 
 
 
4.What should I do differently because of this 
story? 
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